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February 26, 2010                         
                            
              
    Weekly Edition

SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district.  To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 

*******************************************************************************

Headline News

· St. Louis Public Schools estimate $20 million less next year (Post Dispatch)
· Nixon says school districts will not receive $43 million in promised state aid (KSDK)

· City schools planning second gifted center (Post Dispatch)

· Fundraiser Wednesday for family who lost 10-year-old ... 11:53 a.m. (Globe Democrat)

· French ambassador promotes overseas partnership, impressed with St. Louis (KSDK)

· Wash U. architecture students mentoring kids on sustainability (Post Dispatch)

· Area schoolchildren visit, learn, make noise on Danforth Campus (Washington University Article)

http://news.wustl.edu/news/Pages/20323.aspx
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French Ambassador at Soldan
Help for Haiti 
Red Thread @ Washington
Roosevelt at the Capital
Centene at Adams
SAB Recognitions 2/25/10
Sumner High School offers optional Saturday School, 10% of the student body attends

On Saturday, February 20, 2010, Sumner High School offered its first of six Saturday Schools.  Saturday School was created to offer the student body an opportunity to work on their homework and, most importantly, prepare for their End-of-Course exams. With 10% of the student body in attendance, the students demonstrated how much they care about their education and Sumner High School remaining open. Staff members, teachers, administrators, and volunteers were all on hand to help the students. The goal is continue to see growth and excitement. Some students have already asked for it be offered every Saturday for the rest of the year and others said they enjoyed it more than normal school week. It is the hope that the students will spread a buzz amongst their peers and have Saturday School become a norm for the entire student body.

Kennard Equation Teams Perform Well at U-City Tournament

Submitted by, Nick Clement

Kennard Equations teams competed in the annual University City Open Equations Tournament, Saturday, February 20.    A Kennard fifth grade and fourth grade team each took first place in their divisions; a third grade team placed second in their division.  Equations teams were coached by Kennard resource teacher, Nick Clement.  

55 teams from 10 public and private schools competed including Forsyth School, Bellerive in Ladue, Flynn Park and Jackson Park in University City, Uthoff Valley in Rockwood, Christ the King, Lindbergh PEGS, Crossroads College Prep, and Tillman Elementary in Kirkwood. Please congratulate the following students of achievement:

1’s to Beat --3rd Grade ( 2nd Place)

· Aparajita Chunduri

· Steven Miller

· Christopher Corriveau

· Brian Beffa

· Brendan Dick

· Ben Sathi

Pi Commanders --4th Grade (First Place)

· Riley Cannon

· Joe Mathis

· Jacob Boehlje

· Galen Selligman

· Angela Tsao

· Kate Cooper

Forbidden 1’s—5th Grade (First Place)

· Hannah Brueggeman

· Isabella Farmer

· Sam Hoar

· Ethan Farrar

· Nishant Agarwal

7 Kennard students were recognized for individual high scores, known as “Sharpshooters.” Please recognize:

· Aditya Prabhu 3rd Grade

· Brendan Dick 3rd Grade

· Galen Selligman 4th grade

· Riley Cannon 4th grade

· Akshay Srinivasan 4th grade

· Jaydon Williams 5th grade

· Hannah Brueggeman4th grade

Soldan Teacher Named MERIT Award Recipient

Submitted by, Kaye Harrelson

Congratulations to Soldan International Studies band director, Ms. Chrisena Brown!  Chris was given the MERIT Award by Metro District Eight at Powell Hall in honor of her many years as an outstanding music educator.  We are extremely proud of her accomplishments and are pleased that she is being recognized outside of SLPS for her hard work and exemplary teaching.   Bravo!

SLPS Students Participate in 9th Annual SLPS Art Fair
Provided by, Chris Lee, Executive Director of the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation

The St. Louis Public Schools’ Annual Art Fair is a collaborative art competition for district students sponsored by the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation and St. Louis Zoo. The event provides an excellent opportunity for young artists to display their artistic talents and receive community-wide exposure and recognition.  

Each year, as many as 600 students participate in the Art Fair, whose central themes revolve around depicting the positive side of wildlife in its natural habitat, taking care of nature, and motivating people to help wildlife in wild places. Teachers develop a cross-curricular, research-based lesson that connects the visual arts with science, social studies, and communication arts.  Students are then instructed to create artwork that reflects one or more of the central themes.  

A quote is required from each student about the subject depicted in their artwork.  The quote should be a reflection of their research and feelings about the conservation of nature.

Final awards are given in three levels (preschool and elementary school, middle school, and high school) and in the following categories: Drawing, Painting, Mixed Media, Printmaking (limited to Grades 7-8 and 9-12), Photography (limited to Grades 9-12),  and Ceramics (limited to Grades 7-8 and 9-12).

A panel of expert judges selects 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners from each level and from each category. In addition, a special Superintendent’s Choice Award, Mayor’s Choice Award and Zoo President’s Choice Award will be presented. Winners will receive savings bonds, and all participants receive certificates. 

About 200 pieces of student artwork are selected for the final round of competition and will be on display and for sale from February 19 – March 5, 2010 in the lower level of the St. Louis Zoo’s Living World.  The awards ceremony will be on Friday, March 5, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. in the Living World auditorium. 
Upcoming Events
8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year:




March 2 -        Lyon @ Blow K-8 @ Webster University




March 4 -       Gateway Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Meramec




March 5 -       Stevens Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

Sumner Alumni Association to Host Annual Round Up

Sumner Alumni Association’s Annual Round-Up will be Sunday February 28, 2010 from 1-4p.m. at Sumner. The Round-Up is held to celebrate the achievements of alumni in various career categories. This year’s event will recognize those alumni in the entertainment field and will feature performances from Marsha Evans, Mark Gladney, Shirley LeFlore, Bobby Norfolk, Wendi Gordon, the Jazz Edge Band, and others.  A reception will be held prior to the program. A reception will be held prior to the program.

The Round-Up will kick off the 100th and 135th anniversaries of Sumner High School.  Sumner, the first high school for black students west of the Mississippi river, has been in its current location for 100 years and has been in existence for 135 years.  Various activities are scheduled throughout the year to commemorate these milestones.

The Alumni Round-Up is free and all alumni and guests are invited to attend.  For further information, call the alumni hotline at 314-345-2676 or email questions and comments to sumneralumni@aol.com.

Roosevelt to Host Motivational Speaker

Friday, March 5th at 9:00 a.m., Joseph Jennings, a motivational speaker, will be addressing the student body. Joseph Jennings will speak to the students about reaching their potential through focus, education and mentoring.  Joseph Jennings is a former gang member who is now a motivational speaker. For more info on this event, contact David Godbout at 314-393-6333.

BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers and Best Table Decorations

Gateway Elementary School to Host Round Four of Gateway Idol, Season Eight.  

Date: Thursday, March 11th
Time: 9:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m.

Location: #4 Gateway Dr.

First Time Homebuyers Seminar

Date: March 11, 2010

Time: 7:00pm-8:00pm

Location: Bevo-Long Community Education Full Service School, 5028 Morganford Rd.

Reservations preferred.  Please call Nancy at 314-220-2846.

St. Louis Public Schools Annual Dance Festival

Date: March 12, 2010

Time: 10:00am-12:00pm
Location: Carr Lane, 1004 N. Jefferson Ave.
Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

St. Louis RAMS/St. Louis Public Schools 2009-2010 Physical Education Teacher of the Year Award

The purpose of the St. Louis RAMS/St. Louis Public Schools Physical Education Teacher of the Year Award is to highlight the outstanding talent and commitment of physical education teachers in the St. Louis Public Schools. The St. Louis RAMS created this special award as a way of recognizing and noting the significant role physical education/health/dance specialists play in the education of our children. To further emphasize this point, one teacher at the elementary, one at the middle school and one at the high school levels will be selected to receive the award. If you meet the eligibility requirements and wish to apply for the St. Louis Rams Foundation/St. Louis Public Schools Physical Education Teacher of the Year Award, please contact Margaret White, 345-2401 to obtain an application packet. Deadline: April 1, 2010.

Scholarship Opportunity

Thouvenot, Wade & Moerchen Inc., an engineering and surveying firm, is offering three $1,000 scholarships to full-time students pursuing civil engineering or land surveying bachelor's degrees during the fall 2010 semester.
Two scholarships are available for current high school seniors; one scholarship is available for a current undergraduate college student.
To view the complete rules and requirements and to download an application, visit www.twm-inc.com. The application deadline is April 9. 

U.S. Census Jobs!

The U.S. Census Bureau is currently hiring temporary census takers to help conduct the 2010 Census. Hours are flexible, with a maximum of 40 hours per week. Pay is $15.25 to $17.00 per hour, plus mileage. Full details, including a practice test, are found at: www.2010censusjobs.gov. Call the St. Louis Census Bureau at 314-800-0660 to sign up for a test session near your home. Don’t wait; the Census is just around the corner. 

Council of Great City Schools Scholarship

The Council of the Great City Schools is pleased to launch a new scholarship program exclusively for Great City School graduating seniors who plan to pursue postsecondary education in the STEM fields.  

Named for the first African American to walk in space, Bernard Harris, the new scholarship is now available to encourage minority students from the Great City Schools to pursue college degrees and careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The scholarship is funded by ExxonMobil and will be inaugurated for 2010 graduating high school seniors in school districts represented by the Council of the Great City Schools.   

Four scholarships for two males and two females -- $5,000 each -- will be awarded to two African American and two Hispanic students on behalf of the former astronaut, physician and businessman.  Deadline for student submissions for the ExxonMobil Bernard Harris Scholarships is May 14.   

Here's the link to the scholarship program and the application:  http://www.cgcs.org/Awards/Harris_Scholarship.pdf. 

Julia Richer Scholarship for High Education Application Now Available

The Julia Richer Scholarship for Higher Education, Offered by the St. Louis Financial Services Coalition, offers a High School Scholarship up to $1,000.00 

To find out requirements, or to apply, please contact:
Saint Louis Financial Services Coalition

Attention:  Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 771005

St. Louis, MO 63177

Email: scholarship@stlfsc.org
Do you know a Huggable Hero®?

The search is on for the next group of great young leaders to join the Build-A-Bear Workshop
Huggable Heroes Hall of Fame.  Young people between the ages of seven and 18 who are making positive contributions in their schools, neighborhoods and communities will be honored for their hard work and dedication to make the world a better place.  The deadline to enter is February 26, 2010. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, friends, teachers, organization leaders, or the young people themselves may submit entries. 
Each Huggable Hero will receive a prize worth $10,000 ($7,500 in the form of an educational scholarship and $2,500 from the Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation to be donated to the charity of the hero’s choice and awarded in the winner’s local currency). The 12 winners will also receive a trip for themselves and one adult to a special awards celebration and a 2010 Build-A-Bear Workshop Huggable Heroes calendar photo shoot.
To learn more about the contest, or to download a nomination form, visit www.buildabear.com/huggableheroes or visit any Build-A-Bear Workshop store.
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